Historic, archived document 


Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 


U.S. Department of Agriculture - Foreign Agricultural Service - Washington, D.C. 


fOreIQn esos "gsm 


JUL 28 °7§ 


circular 


livestock 
and meat 


‘eat 


WORLD LIVESTOCK NUMBERS 


Cattle 


W orld cattle numbers increased 2 percent during 1974 to 
1.34 billion head. This total is slightly smaller than the 2.3 
percent increase of 1973. Thereduction in growth isa result 
of larger slaughter during 1973. In the United-States and 
the European Community, the rate of increase in numbers 
declined as slaughter increased. 

In the other major West European importing countries 
and Japan, cattle numbers declined. Australia and New 
Zealand are major beef exporters but have very small 
domestic markets; therefore cattle numbers increased at a 
faster rate in 1974 than in the pervious year because of a 
virtually closed world beef market. In South America, the 
rate of increase in numbers slowed because of higher 
slaughter rates. In these countries the domestic market 
absorbed the surplus production. 


Hogs 


World hog numbers were practically unchanged in 1974 
because high world grain prices encouraged heavy 
slaughter. France was the only EC country to show’an 
increase in hog numbers. Most of the East European coun- 
tries and the USSR also increased their hog numbers, but 
the rate of increase was down sharply. 


Sheep 


Sheep numbers in the major producing countries 
increased nearly | percent during 1974 to 1.01 billion head. 
This rate of increase was the same as in 1973. Australia was 
the only major wool and mutton producer to show an 
increase in numbers. Total world sheep numbers remained 
some 3.5 percent below the 1969 record. Slow improve- 
ment in wool prices and continued red meat surpluses are 
the major reasons for the slow growth in sheep numbers. 
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In the United States the average price per pound for wool 
fell from 82.7 cents in 1973 to 59.1 cents in 1974. Current 
U.S. prices are lower, but a turnaround is expected in 1975. 


Goats 


World goat numbers increased slightly in 1974 (up 0.5 
percent) to 401 million head. Goat numbers have been 
increasing since 1970 and are nowat record levels. Most of 
the growth in world goat numbers is in the developing 
countries. 


Horses 


Horse numbers declined in 1974 to a record low of 68.5 
million head. Nuntbers are falling in most countries that 
have used horses as farm animals, but are estimated to be 
increasing in the United States, where they are mainly used 
for riding. 


Outlook for 1975 


The growth in cattle numbers, which slowed in 1974, is 
expected to decline further in 1975. Slaughter in the 
developed countmies is expected to remain high. In south 
America, increased domestic demand will likely remove 
any excess beef from the market. Surpluses are likely to 
occur in some countries in Eastern Europe, suchas Yugo- 
slavia. Other countries, such as Poland, have potential 
growth in domestic consumption. Australia and New 
Zealand could have serious surpluses if weather conditions 
turn bad. 

World hog numbers are expected to pick up by year’s end 
because of lower feed prices. 

Sheep numbers are expected to increase again in 1975 in 
response to favorable prices caused by domestic support 
activities of the Australian, New Zealand, and South 
African wool boards.. 


Cattle and buffalo: Estimated world members by 
continent and area, annual 197h-75 


Continent : aly) : oy Percent change 
and : 197) : oT : 7L/73 : 75/7 
area - : : : 

sMillion : Million 2 Percent: Percent 

North America eeeoeeeneeeee 00 = 189.6 195.7 the +3.2 
South AMO Car ssteioers << eeeie ee ete COMO 209.9 +3.1 +2.9 

Europe : : 
Western: 


EC @eeeeaeeeoeoevoeeeeeeeee oe @ @ 


Other (COUNtENCS Tenses 
MoGals WES Geena es eteretere 


Kastern: 
Toad) HuUrOPe veiclee sie ete qe 
USSRee ele ee earn 106.3 OS Sa: +222 +2./ 
AEPLCAp Meee csiecaeees ce eeee it blo 157.5 +1.) 41.5 
Neha = Macaraieeete iatarers eierete eis ereee ne OOO 91.0 eek eo 
OGSanias <ossccras c Mellel eeiele eves es eae 5 +5. +10.0 
otal world: «sets ecctoleren some I hee 42.3 +2.0 


iy Preliminary. 
2/ Forecast. 


NOTH: Totals may not add due to rounding. 


Hogs: Estimated world numbers by 
continent and area, annual 197-75 


Continent : aby) : oy ; Percent change 
and 9 lea : 197 : a 3 75/7 


area : : 
SMe oS: MELIvon 5 Besegas Wacom 
North America eceecenveeececs 86.9 19.9 J15,.,2 =Oel 
South America seciccieceicioce | blcO BD ail +5.2 Pail 
Europe: 5 
Western: : 
EC eecoeeeeeeceeoeeeece § La) 69. +3.0 -2.3 
Other countries! cc. : 0.8 
8 


Hasterns: 


Woitow MUTODE se cries Econ 
TOSI rte cid aie ctanciateveseravei elects e 0.0 SD 
dS RY GEIL( CIRM ry AE os ioe ee a 7.5 WE 
Ne te Bimoss, choieiavdem aheleinicic eheien LO a 29h.9 rere) 3} 
Oceanian cymes scietele oie <2 De =I). Boy 
Total world weceeee® 667.0 667.8 Fee) 25 511 


1/ Preliminary. 
2/ Forecast. 


NOTE: Totals may not add due to rounding. 


Sheep: Estimated world numbers, by continent and area, 
: annual 197h-75 


Continent : ay A - 2/ 2 Percent change 
and > 197k 3 1975 3 LASS Si. 
area : : : : 
Rn hens : © Mriiion - Percent: Percent 
North America Seccveacscee§ 23.6 2P26 -5.8 -8.4 
SOUth) AmeriGat se: shin cwwiscs st  DLGEIL 115.3 42.0 =) 
Europe? : 
Western? 


EC dre 6.6:b'e 6 ate 0's eee eves 0° nes 


Eastern: : 0.6 Oe . =e = 
Total /MUFOPE\s «eee bone Lie sO +.3 _ 


USSR RG ubl wines se ictccisrerel 12.4 145.2 +2.) +2.0 
Africa Od Mie iataoaloclate eves) eiate © Pet PST.0 ~.8 ™e 
Asia becererccscccsccccce. 272 279.2 +.3 1.30 
OCEANA secccccccccscceee. lee 205.8 +2.2 +2. 
Total fworlld. 4 scic's< 0. LaOdG. TEOLSLO +9 +29 


1/ Preliminary. 
2/ Forecast. 


NOTE: Totals may not add due to rounding. 


Goats: Estimated world numbers, by continent and 
area, annual 197-75 


Continent : Ty, : f : Percent ¢ 
and : 197h : 197 : Pais =e 15/71 
area : - - - 
:Million 3 Million : Percent ; Percent 
North’ America, sseccsce 8 1269 12.8 +3.3 -. 
SOUL -AMNCTICH seeciee 2.) Cee 29.3 -.1l +2.9 
Europe: : 
Western: : 
HC ReiccmenweGiesiew (s 2.0 220 +.2 41.5 
Other countries. : <6 ‘ -. -. 
Total Western. : 26 ‘ -.6 -. 
Eastern: 2 O36 2.6 -3.9 -2.7 
Total MErOpe <6 = teed eal -1.4 -1,.0 
USSR Sctcciec cine wlonioe: © 5.9 6.0 +5.3 +2.0 
Af Pi Came aewecenicccces | BO 118.5 +2.2 +elt 
Asta Scsteeee sees cee OcORT 222.0 +.8 +26 
Oceandiagc ceicieiiciscis olen ; : +2.0 +2.0 
Total world ... * 399.2 101.0 +.6 +e 


1/ Preliminary. 
2/ Forecast. 


NOTE: Totals may not add due to rounding. 


Horses: Estimated world numbers by continent 
and area, annual 197h-75 


iy 2 
1974 : 1978 


Continent - Percent change 
and : 3 7h/13 : a 
area : - - 


‘Million Million : Percent: Percent 
Nowih Amert Cac sieicisiescicieisivicis ie co sO 20.3 ial 41.5 
South America cencerccsissecict | Wile5 TAS Le (8) +,6 
Europe: 5 
Western: : 
EC Pid a tae siete beta ters orator @reieiane afan Teh ——— rs 
Other countries eescooees 1.0 1.0 _--- ere 
Total Western ceccecee? Dilan --- --- 
Eastern: : A -2.2 -lie 
Total Europe eecccccee’ : 6. Sie “2. 
USGR se uic lem eeteesiasnenieas ¢ 7 Neo Bail SIE age 
Africa occ ccccceccccccccccce | h.O h.O — alah oe 
BSTG = si cleisie do's miciein wi slemoisieineg a Led aA | -.8 -1,6 
Oceania cece ce cccrcecscccces. 26 26 =e ehclos 
Total world weccoesese. 66.7 66.6 -2.8 -,l 


“~ 


1/ Preliminary. 
2/ Forecast. 


NOTE: Totals may not add due to rounding. 
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